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Open Educational Resources

How we (tend to) talk about Open Access and Open Educational Resources

OA and OER in Analog and Digital Environments

Codified knowledge useful for teaching, learning 
and stimulating discourse.

- Free public access. Customization always permitted.

- Formats: Videos, software, textbooks, 
assessment resources, teaching guides, images 

and figures, simulations....

Open Educational 
Resources are always open 
access and online -- except 

when they are in print or 
other analog formats.

Open Access
Scholarly works primarily created to 

document new knowledge and advance 
the scholarly conversation.

- Free public access

- Formats: Scholarly books,  
scholarly journal articles

RELATED TO TEACHING RELATED TO RESEARCH

Open Educational 
Resources

For example: printed 
versions of open textbooks, 

3D printed objects, etc.
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Digital environments

Open 
Access

Further information:
*Berlin Declaration on OA: https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration 
Creative Commons https://guides.lib.vt.edu/oer/cc
Public domain: https://guides.lib.vt.edu/oer/PD
5Rs definition: http://opencontent.org/definition

Analog enviroments

Open access items are 
always free to read. 

Unless printed, they are 
always online, and 

never require 
passwords, log-in 

credentials, payments, 
or access restrictions 

to read.

Note to the curious: If an 
item has an open license, 

but is behind a login or 
paywall, it's openly 

licensed. But, it is not OER 
because OER is always 
released freely and is 
publicly accessible.

Open 
Educational 
Resources

Open 
Access

Closed or Toll 
Access

Free to read. All rights reserved.

U.S. Government works. Works published in the U.S. 95 or more 
years ago, or works clearly donated to the Public Domain.

Attribution required. Allows adaptation and redistribution. 
(the original open access license*) 

Attribution-ShareAlike

Attribution-Noncommercial 

Attribution-Noncommercial-ShareAlike

Attribution-NoDerivatives 

Attribution-Noncommercial-NoDerivatives 

M
ore freedom

L
ess freed
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Same as CC BY 
  + any derivatives must have the the same license. 

Same as CC BY
     + no primarily commercial use. 

Same as CC BY + no primarily commercial use, 
+ any derivatives must have the same license

Attribution required. Only verbatim 
distribution allowed.

Attribution required. No primarily commercial 
use. Only verbatim distribution allowed. 

Open access materials can 
also be used for instruction 
in upper division courses.

?Open data? 
generated from 

scholarly research 
are often released 
as ?CC0,? in which 

case the data 
qualifies as OER.

 Scholarly books and 
articles may also 
qualify as OER, if 
released under a 

license which 
qualifies as OER.

Read 
Reuse
Revise
Retain

Remix &
Redistribute

Read, Reuse, 
Retain &

Redistribute

Read

Abbreviation /  License name  / Icon                               Brief description -- official descriptions https://creativecommons.org/licenses

Note: Creative Commons licenses 
are the most common, but 
not the only open licenses. 

Creative Commons licenses never 
eliminate Fair Use.

Version 1.1
2019.10.14

All rights reserved is the automatic, default setting for any copyrightable works without an open license.
Access-restricted content is available with payment of a fee or with log-in credentials.  

In copyright. No open license. All rights reserved.

Permission to

$$

D
IF

F
E

R
E

N
T

IA
T

IN
G

 B
E

T
W

E
E

N
 O

P
E

N
 A

C
C

E
S

S
 a

n
d

 O
P

E
N

 E
D

U
C

A
T

IO
N

A
L

 R
E

S
O

U
R

C
E

S

Online at: http://hdl.handle.net/10919/94422


